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What is bere-under Expreſſed, I have thus prepared, wh —— 
to Offer m an humble manner to the grave and wile Con. © 

. fideration of all and every of You, the Honourable © * 
Lords and Commons of England, whoare now aſſembled” -* 
;n Parliament at Weſtminſter: Wherein is contained 
ſomthing more than what was by me lately Propoſed and 
Preſented to the {ike Purpole, to the Conſideration of the 
Members of both Houſes of Parliament at V Veſtnunſter 
in the Year 1695, | | 


Shewtng, l 


HAT foraſmuch as there is yet . a ſeeming neceſſity for the raiſ- 
ing of more Taxes here in England, to defray the King's Charge , 
which he 1s like to undergo for the Carrying on his Afﬀeairs for the 
Good and Welfare of the Inhabitants of his Three Kingdoms of Eng- 
land, Scotland and Ireland, and of many others, 
And being that there are now remaining amongſt the Iahabitants of this - 
'Realm, a very great number of Graven and Molten Images and Pictures, of 
likeneſs of ſuch things as God hath forbidden to be made, as appears in Exod; 
20. 4. and in Dent. 4. 14, to 19. And are ſuch like things as King David's Soul ©. 
did hate, calling them the Lame and the Blind, 2 Sam. 5, 8. And therefore Da- \ 
vid and his, Men, after they had Conquer'd the Army of the Phili/tines, did 
burn all the Images which they had left behind them, 2 Sam. 5. 21. Being that 
David well khew -that the People of Iſrael were commanded of the Lord to 
deſtroy all the Pictures and Molten Images of the Inhabitants of that Land, as 
appears in Numb. 33. 52. and knew what was written concerning Images in ' 
Deut, 7; 45, 25,36: 
May it not therefore be convenient for you at this time, to prepare an AR 
ready in order to paſs the Royal Aſſent, for the impoſing of a particular Poll-, 
Tax ( as You ſhall think fit ) upon all and cvery of the dumb Heads of all ſuch 
like lame and blind Images and Pictures, as the People of this Realm (for their 
Fancy fake) are roſolved to permit and ſuffer to ſtand or hang in their Houſes 
and other Places, either as Ornaments or Implements of Houſhold, or for a 
worſer uſe? Being that ſuch Trifles have always heretoforeduring the reſpe&ive 
Reigns of the late reſpective Kings of Enz/and, eſcaped and paſled Scot and Lot 
free, from being any way made chargeable to anſwer the > 3% up of any ſort 
of Tax whatſoever, which cauſed ſuch trifling Toys to multiply exceedingly 
in the Land. | 
The which ſort of Taxation ( if it ſhall be ſo impoſed ) upon ſuch Trifles or 
Toys, I am confident will prove a Means to cauſe ſome Hundred Thouſands, 
(if not Millions) of Pounds to be ſpeedily raiſed and brought into the King's 
Treaſury, over and above what other Subſidy or Tribute-Money which ſhall 
otherwiſe be raiſed in this Realm for the King's Uſe and Service, (without be- 
ing anyway Greivious to the pooreſt ſort of People, whoſe Care is more to 
get Bread for themſelves and their poor Families to feed upon, than for to 
adorn their Houſes with ſuch ſuperfluous, or ſuperſtitious Houſhold-ftuff as 
Images and Pittures) Tho' no greater Tax be laid or impoſed upon the Owners 
| or Harborers of ſuch Images or Pitures, than only 124. for every 205. which 
$5 they or their Predeceſſors have laid out or expended for the making, painting, 
_—. 6r purchaſing of the ſame. And ſo charging the like Tax proportionably for 
vox all other ſort of Images and Pi#ures that did not coſt ſo much as 205. or 204. 
*Þ X each : For I ſee no likelihood that any great rumber of the People of this Realm 
will be willing to quit themſelves of ſuch kind of Taxation, by their part- 
774 bo ing with and deſtroying of ſuch their Images and Pictures; whereof I thought 


| \ 25\W5 fit'to give you this ſhort hint. 


The 224. of the 11th. Month, Com- by = 
monly called January, 16g6. Rowland V, auphan: 
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